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Subject: Ask your Members of Congress to Support the Ensuring Lasting Smiles Act (ELSA)!

Approximately 1 in every 33 babies born in the United States each year has a congenital anomaly, commonly referred to as a birth defect. Children born with congenital anomalies that affect the eyes, ears, teeth, mouth, or jaw are routinely denied coverage of medically necessary services by private insurers, leading to secondary health issues and leaving families without access to care.

The Ensuring Lasting Smiles Act (ELSA) S.1677/H.R.3277, would address health insurance coverage denials and delays and ensure that children suffering from congenital craniofacial anomalies or birth defects get the treatment they need and deserve. Specifically, the legislation would ensure that all group and individual health plans cover outpatient and inpatient items and services related to the diagnosis and treatment of a congenital anomaly or birth defect that primarily impacts the appearance or function of the eyes, ears, teeth, mouth, or jaw. 

This common-sense bill would close these loopholes and ensure families receive the coverages they pay for and deserve for the duration of their treatment plan. Passing ELSA would ensure that children born with congenital anomalies have access to the highest clinical standard of care and qualified providers, enabling them to see, hear, chew, swallow and speak - basic rights we take for granted and all deserve. Allowing children to access treatments in a timely manner avoids the long-term physiological and psychosocial injuries associated with delays in care. 

The Ensuring Lasting Smiles Act is bipartisan, bicameral federal legislation led in the Senate by Senators Tammy Baldwin (D-WI) and Joni Ernst (R-IA) and in the House by Representatives Neal Dunn (R-FL-2) and Kim Schrier (D-WA-8). ELSA currently has 54 Senate and 222 House cosponsors and is gaining momentum in Congress. 

ELSA is supported and endorsed by over 70 national health and dental care professional and patient advocacy organizations. The [Add Organization Name] is proud to join our ELSA Coalition partners in supporting the Ensuring Lasting Smiles Act. As the 119th Congress enters its final few weeks, we strongly encourage our membership to contact their Members of Congress and ask them to cosponsor and support ELSA. If ELSA isn't passed into law by January 3, 2027, it will have to be reintroduced, essentially starting the process all over again. Share your advocacy by creating or resharing social media posts within your networks using the official hashtag: #EnsuringLastingSmiles. 

The momentum behind this bill's success continues to be driven by patients and providers advocating side-by-side to create change. Your voice and advocacy can help push this life-changing legislation over the finish line, please act today!
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